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Dear First UMC Family Member,
I am grateful to God for you! Through your
patience, grace, kindness, hospitality, and deep joy
you show me and many the unconditional love of
Jesus.
Thank you ever so much for the generous Christmas gift which you
presented to me on 15 December. A funny story: When Staff Pastor Parish
Relations Committee Chairwoman Roberta Dolan informed me that she
had an announcement to make, my heart dropped. Immediately my mind
went back to 21 December 2015, when District Superintendent Ken Kieffer
told me over lunch at Corner Pug that I would be moving to a new church
in July 2016. My heart sank. With Roberta making her way to the lectern, I
decided that she was informing the Church
that I would be receiving a new
appointment in July. What a relief when that
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Thank you to our beautiful Choir for the
priceless gift of two tickets to the George
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a sacred experience for me that I cried. Lincoln
Center in New York City has always been one
of my favorite places. Growing up, my Gramma
Hanse took me to Lincoln Center to see “The
Nutcracker” ballet and the operas, “La Traviata”,
“Le Boehm”, “Carmen” and “Tannhäuser”. The
Lincoln Center opera house has always been a
place where I experience the extraordinary peace of Jesus and beauty of
God. At 7:35 on Wednesday evening the starburst chandeliers ascended,
the music played, and “Porgy and Bess” began. When the opera concluded
at 10:50pm, I was amazed at how quickly the time had passed. It was a
magical, moving and transformative evening. Thank you with all my heart.
Thank you to all the beautiful people of First UMC, Meriden who worked
so hard to make Bishop Bickerton’s day with us on Friday 10 January such
a smashing success. Debbie Molloy and her team hosted a first-class roast
pork luncheon for Bishop Bickerton and the clergy. JoAnn Myers and her
crew hosted a magnificent and bounteous reception for the two hundred
twenty-three people attending the Bishop’s evening with the Greater
Meriden and Greater Hartford Cooperative Parishes. And Hal Quigley and
his team guided everyone to a perfect parking place. Thank you with all my
heart. During the evening, Bishop Bickerton detailed the separation plan
being proposed to the May 2020 session of General Conference. The plan
that he and fifteen other church leaders from across United Methodism are
proposing would make it possible for three expressions of Methodism.
The Traditional Methodists could exit the United Methodist Church with
twenty-five million dollars and their property to form a new Methodist
expression whose cornerstone would be the belief that marriage is
reserved for a man and woman and ordination for sexually pure
heterosexuals.
Progressive Methodists could form their own denomination whose hallmark
would be full inclusion of all people in the life of the church, and whose
clergy would fully support same-sex marriage and ordination.
The Centrist Methodists would remove the prohibition of same-sex
marriage from the Book of Discipline and would champion full inclusion in
the life of the church for people who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer, Intrasexual, and Asexual. The Centrist expression of
Methodism would also allow and encourage ordination of people who are
L, G, B, T, Q, I, or A. At the same time the Centrist Methodists would
welcome all people – progressive, traditional and centrist into the church.
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The Centrist expression of Methodism would look exactly like First United
Methodist Church, Meriden. In fact, if this legislation passes, we will have
the opportunity to remain in the United Methodist Church. During March,
April and June I’ll be hosting family meetings to more fully explain these
options, so that we can discern who Jesus is calling us to be.
As always, I thank God for you with all my heart!
Affectionately,

YOUTH NEWS
(aka The God Squad) Thank you to all the young people who have attended the
Youth Group recently! You guys are a special group of young people and it’s my
joy to get to know you and spend time with you. Thank you also to parents who
are bringing their kids! We couldn’t do it without you! We’d love for any 6th -12th
grader to join us. Please call or email Jaime Fisher with any questions
(203-317-1300 jaimefish@gmail.com)

U.M. ARMY MISSION TRIP 2020

Ric
th

LENT
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26th.
We will worship at 7:00 pm. The Chancel Choir will
sing and Holy Communion will be offered. Please
join us.
Lenten Self-denial Coin Folders and Coin Banks
will be available on the table in the Cloister. Thank
you. Special children’s folders are also available.

JULY 12 to July 18th in Etters, PA / August 2-8 in Toms River, NJ
U.M. ARMY (United Methodist Action Reach-out Mission by Youth) provides
Christ-centered missions that serve people in need and promote spiritual
awareness, leadership development, and personal growth in youth and young
adults.
The trip is open to all school students, entering 8th grade (2020/2021 school
year) or older. This week long trip provides an opportunity to participate with
other church groups and individuals to discover your skills and talents in doing
God’s work. Be a part of life changing experience.
For more information visit UMARMY North East: http://ne.umarmy.org/
See either Tom Molloy, Karen Harrison, Deb Kilian, or John Mansolf during
Coffee Hour on how to get your child involved.

NURSERY & SUNDAY SCHOOL
Nursery Care We are sorry for the weeks when there may be no nursery
coverage. We do welcome and encourage parents to make use of the nursery
room should the need arise. We are grateful to all who volunteer to provide this
service and continue with the sign-up sheet in Rogers hall. In addition, we are so
very thankful for all who have contributed needs to make the nursery more
complete.
Sunday School Helpers needed! Are you interested in helping with Sunday
School but don’t want to commit to the full year? We are looking for substitute
& part-time teachers to teach once or twice a month. Nursery care
volunteers needed! In order to keep the Nursery running, we need 2 volunteers
each Sunday. Please see Nancy Petersen or Lauren Rhines to sign up.
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YOUTH & FAMILY
Hello, FUMC Family! As I continue to meet with a very gracious and
welcoming family in the community by providing school supports and
regular check-ins with providers, I wanted to also take a minute
to let you know of some upcoming classes I am excited about!
To the parents who’ve expressed to me some topics you’d be
interested in talking about, I’ve heard and I’m listening!
Coming February, I would like to hold the first
“Communication Series” class called Growing Pains. I
would love to have both parents and children attend, if possible,
so that we can role play some scenarios followed by a
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discussion of how communication shifts as we grow. The date is still tentative,
but more than likely it will be a Sunday afternoon.
This is the first of a series of classes I would like to launch this year, so please
keep sharing your ideas! If you haven’t done so yet, please put your name and
contact information on the form in Roger’s Hall. I will reach out to those who
are on it to remind them of upcoming events and discuss future topics of
interest.
Also, I’ve pitched an idea of a Back-to-School Community Cookout to
Pastor Ric and he absolutely loved it! I’m hoping this will be an event that
occurs across all UM Churches! Let’s embrace unity, change and
positivity this year!

FOCUS ON WOMEN
Unit 4 will meet Monday, February 10, 1:15 pm for a dessert meeting.
Desert it provided and all women are welcome.
Unit 4 will also come together on Monday, February 3 at 12:30 pm to make
crafts for a mini craft sale later in the year. Come give us a hand!
Unit 4 has begun to collect items needed for the Health Kits. We will be making
200 kits and need the following items: hand towels - 161, Walmart $ .97 has
best quality; washcloths - 197, Walmart 18pk for $3.99; bars of soap - 175
individually wrapped (no Ivory); metal nail files/clippers - 5; bandaids - 1098 must be 3/4" to 1" wide and 3" long; gallon zip lock bags - 190. There is a bin
in the cloister marked Health Kits for the items. We also have to include $2 for
each kit. Monetary donations would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
Plans are underway for a December 5 th Holiday Fair. You might think it’s early
but it’s the perfect time to get started. Let’s start with baskets, we need all
sizes but especially larger ones. Also, I bet you sometimes get gifts that just
don’t fit your taste. It may fit someone else’s. Maybe cologne, lotions, powder,
bath salts etc. Bring it in, we can use it in a gift basket. A bin will be set out in
the cloister. Remember, all items MUST be unopened, brand NEW. See Kate
Eglee or Holly Wishart with any questions.
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MEN’S NOTES
Brothers in Christ: Bible study, support & encouragement. The goal is to grow
in our responsiveness to Jesus Christ in all aspects of our lives. We meet on the
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month, 8:00 am at the Parsonage, 185 David Dr. If
you have any questions or need additional information please see Hal Quigley. All
men warmly welcomed.

CORNED BEEF DINNER
Save the Date!!!! Saturday, March 14th will be FUMC’s
Annual Corned Beef Dinner! Doors open at 4:30 pm;
dinner will be served at 5:00 pm. $15 per person; $25
per couple, $40 for family of 4. All proceeds to
benefit the UMARMY Mission Trip! Sign ups in
Rogers, or call Mary and Neil Lavado at (860) 349-3345, or email
Mary at mary.lavado@yahoo.com. Monetary or food donations
accepted to offset costs.
Prayer Chain continues active and strong, and would love to be praying for
your needs and desires. If you have a special need for prayer, please let our
prayer chain coordinator (Holly Wishart) know so she can share your burdens
and needs with those who are on the chain. Please make certain you have
permission from the person(s) you are praying for, and then call Holly, 203-9075725, the Church office, 203-235-9620 or e-mail the office, fumc@snet.net

MISSIONS:
Keep cutting the Box Tops for education off cereals and several other
products. There is a can in the kitchen to collect them of give to Deb Molloy.
These are sent to Redbird Mission in Kentucky to support their mission school.
When you travel, bring home the toiletries (bar of soap, shampoo/conditioner,
and lotion) and put in the Toiletry box in the cloister. They are given regularly to
the Meriden Shelter, Salvation Army, or Rushford Respite.
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Caring Hands....We are still making blankets for Mid State Oncology,
Middlesex Oncology and the Veterans Hospital in West Haven. Please don’t let
this wonderful mission die because of lack of funds. The cancer patients love
these blankets. We have no problem making the blankets if we have the yarn to
do it with. Any and all donations are greatly appreciated. If you have any
questions please contact Jan Richardson.
Red Cross Bloodmobiles: Tuesday February 18, Tuesday March 18, and
Tuesday, April 14 in Rogers Memorial. Giving blood only takes about one hour
and can save up to three lives. Call 1-800-GIVE LIFE or make an appointment on

the Internet at http://www.redcrossblood.org/.February Schedule....
Feb 2 – Team 8: Ed & Nancy Peterson, Donna Oddie, Gerry West, Jim Hazlett,
Sheila Mansolf, Ruth Petrucelli, Beverly Teixeira
Feb 9 – Team 1: Sue Winchell, Barbara Quigley, Evelyn Mills, Stacy Morgan,
Jane Ashton, Betsy Cole, Krista Green
Feb 16 – Team 2: Stanley & Sharon Kapustinski, Nancy Tracy, Jan Richardson,
Karen Harrison
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Feb 23 – Team 3: Debbie Molloy, Novelyn Cosmiano, Susan Farquharson,
Jessica Nelson, Steve Rittenhouse, Jennifer Janus
March 1 – Team 4: Ray & Rosanne Knapp, Jim & Sue Kostuk, Toni Merrill,
March 8 – Team 5: Nancy Coppola, Mary Alling, Kate Eglee, Bette Grasso,
Mary Lavado, Tracy Wodatch
Worship Leaders: Feb 2 – Rob Reiners. Feb 9 – Bob Simon. Feb 16 – Ed
Peterson. Feb 23 – Emily Parker
Briefs: Upcoming meetings: The Administrative Board – 2/ 4 at 6:30 pm.
Staff/ Pastor Parish Relations – 2/18, 6:30 pm. Finance Committee –
2/20, 6:30 Pm. Endowment Committee 2/6, 6:00 pm. Education
Commission – 2/9 11:30 am. Worship Commission – 2/27 6:30 pm.
With the start of the new year, many of you are de-cluttering your homes
and looking for a place to donate your extra items. We ask that you do NOT
bring them to the church. Although we appreciate the thought, we really don't
need any donations at this time. We ask that you find another location such
as Goodwill or Habitat for Humanity for your donations. Thank you for your
consideration of this request. Tracy Wodatch (203-314-4105).
There is a New Flower Poster in the cloister. We have openings for Altar
Flowers for much of January. If you wish to donate flowers in honor of, or in
memory of, someone please sign up on the poster in the Cloister at least one
week before or call the Church office, 203-235-9620. Please take your
flowers with you after the 10:00 worship service.
Fostering Love. Children placed in Foster Care receive from 1st UMC Church a
backpack with an outfit, a toy, and toiletries. Thank you for your generous
help! We are in need of winter clothing and PJ’s. All sizes. Thank you!
Upper Room devotional books are available on the table by the kitchen in
Rogers Memorial. A small donation in the offering plate will help cover the
cost. Large print copies are also available.
FUMC Facebook Page: Take a minute to “like” it and “share” items our
Facebook page. If you would like something posted (advertisement of church
events, meeting time, photos etc.,) please contact the church office at
fumc@snet.net.
Join us on the web! Www.firstUMCmeriden.com Better still it is smart phone
friendly. This is a wonderful new way for us to grow closer to Jesus and each
other as a Church Family. Be sure to check it out!
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Don’t forget you can access our Church Calendar on our website at
http://www.firstumcmeriden.com/events/ This calendar has the most current
schedules.
A Food Pantry is available at New Opportunities, 74 Cambridge St, Meriden.
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. Thurs, 4:00 pm – 6:30 pm. There is also
a food pantry (Ted’s Pantry) and breakfast at St Andrew’s Church, 20 Catlin
St on the 3rd Saturday of each month (next - February 16). Breakfast is at
10:00 am... CT Foodbank Mobile Food Pantry. Opened every 4th Tuesday
of the month, from 4:00 to 5: 00 pm. Located at the parking lot on the corner
of Miller and Center St (next to the Meriden Health Center). From more
information on Connecticut Food Bank programs and pantries, visit
www.ctfoodbank.org.

WITHIN OUR FAMILY
Hospitalized since the last Parish Herald: Ted Merrill, George Thomson, Fran
Clark,
+ In Memoriam + Since our last issue of the Parish Herald, the following
have passed into eternal life: Pastor Ric officiated at the funeral of Kenneth
Lietz on 1/24.
Adult Bible Study, Seasonally. Pastoral & Lay Leadership
Boy Scout Troop 52 Tuesday, 7:00 pm.
Brothers in Christ 1st & 3rd Saturday, 8:00 am, Parish House
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Thursday, 7:30 pm, Sunday, 9:00 am
Church School Children’s Choir – 1st Sunday and Seasonal: 10:15 am
Confirmation Class, alternate Sunday’s after worship
Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Sunday, 11:30 am.
Youth Groups, Grades 6- 12 , Sunday, 1:00 pm
United Methodist Women , 2nd Monday of each month and
Special Programs
Worship Service & Church School at 10:00 am Sunday Nursery provided.*
Web Site: www.FirstUMCMeriden.com

Kindly tear off and return to Church office. Thank you.
( ) Please add/drop person below to mailing list
( ) Would like offering envelopes
( ) Would like to join Church
( ) Changes in Address, phone, e-mail...
( ) The person below is in the hospital
( ) Please pray for:
NEWS FOR THE PARISH HERALD, COMMENTS, INFORMATION.
Signed..........................................................................................................
Mail should be sent to our 15 Pleasant St. Church office address. Please do not
use the East Main Street address. Our E-Mail address is fumc@snet.net Phone:
203-235-9620
First United Methodist Church
15 Pleasant Street
Meriden, CT 06450-5702
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