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When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dreamed.
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Our mouths were filled with laughter,
our tongues with songs of joy.
Then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
3
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we are filled with joy. – Psalm 126:1-3

Our Lord Jesus Christ is so very good! During the ten months we have enjoyed
together on our new adventure God has done great things for us.
God is growing our friendship with each other. I am
having a wonderful time learning about your life,
and living life with you. It is an honor for me to walk
with you through times of pain, celebrate your
triumphs and be with you for good conversation. If
we haven’t spent enough time together please feel
free to email me, text me or call me and we’ll get
together.
God is leading us through all our “firsts”. With the
celebration of Easter, we have come through most

of our major firsts together. We enjoyed our first Thanksgiving Eve Service, our
first Hanging of the Greens experience, our first Maundy Thursday observance as
pastor and people and our first celebration of Christ’s Resurrection to everlasting
life. To me every first has been a wonderful sign of the God’s blessings. We are
having a wonderful time worshiping Jesus together.
God has brought us through many tough times. Jesus has received into the
Kingdom of Heaven many from His First Church Family. With each painful goodbye
we have offered, we have received the assurance from Christ that God has given
those we love a perfect, strong, healthy, exiting and fulfilling life which lasts
forever.
God is restoring our fortunes by leading us out of our deficit. Through the
wonderfully generous grace of Jesus, and through your strong and faithful
financial commitment, we are meeting our financial commitments. Our First UMC
Family needs $5,922.46 per week to carry on our life-changing ministries. By the
grace of Jesus and your extraordinary commitment to honoring God with your
offerings we are ahead! During the first seventeen weeks of 2017 we need
100,681.82. God has blessed us with $107,899.34! Well done good and faithful
Christians!
I am so glad that God in His great love has brought us together as pastor and
people. We are a great team doing great things for Jesus who is continually filling
us with His joy.
Affectionately,

Ric
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Children are singing Children’s Day - May 7th . Rehearsals are during
Sunday School, 10:30 – 11:25 am. Please make every effort to attend each
Sunday.
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YOUTH NEWS
THANK YOU to all those who attended and helped the Palm Sunday Breakfast to
be such a success. Over $800 was raised for our Youth Programing. Special
thanks to Larry Aresco and Aresco’s Superette for the food donations!
All Junior & Senior High youth of the Church and their friends are welcome. Youth
will meet Sundays after worship until 3:00 pm. Meetings are filled with fun, food,
friendship, and fellowship with specific areas of interest to the different age
groups. Questions? Call Jim at 860-324-2588 or e-mail: jhazlett1222@gmail.com.
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Summer camp: All sorts of specialized camping experiences are offered for
children, adults, and families all summer at Kingswood, and Quinipet. Brochures for
our NY Area Conference Camps are available in the cloister or on the web sites:
http://www.kwcamp.org/. http://www.quinipet.org/.

SCHOLARSHIPS
To our graduating seniors who will be attending college, a technical school or some
other course of advance training, full-time, scholarship applications are
available in the Cloister (hallway connecting the sanctuary and the Rogers Hall) or
may be obtained from the church office, Monday through Friday 8:30-4:00PM.
Applications must be returned to the church office no later than the first
Sunday in May. A letter of acceptance from the institution you will be attending
must accompany your application. Returning college students, applications will be
mailed, in June, to your current address on file in the church office and will need to
be returned to the church office the first Sunday in July. You must be continuing
your education full-time. Please contact Holly Wishart (203) 907-5725 or
hwish@cox.net should you have any questions.
Please Note - there are also hundreds of scholarships available to college students
of all ages through the General Board of Higher Education. Call 615- 340-7344 or
go to the web-site www.gbhem.org. Click on Scholarship information and
requests. A form is available to request information.

INQUIRERS CLASS
Would you like to grow your relationship with Jesus
by exploring the possibility of becoming an official
member of the First United Methodist Church Family
on 11 June? Then the Inquirers Class is for you.
During three Sundays in May – 7, 14, 21 – from
11:30am - 12:30pm we will meet in the Parish House
to explore the core beliefs of First United Methodist
Church, discover who Jesus created us to be, and explore what makes us come
alive in Christ. If you are interested please text or call Pastor Ric at 860-306-9771
or email Ric at rhanse21@gmail.com. If you need Child Care say the word and we
will be sure to have a child care provider present.
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FOCUS ON WOMEN
th

Unit 4 will meet May 8 1:15 pm for a dessert meeting. Dessert is provided and
all women are welcome. Our program will be assembling the Health Kits. All
kinds of help is needed. Please come May 8th, 12:00 pm- 3:00 pm to package
health kits. Come early (at noon) if you can but if you can’t come anytime from
noon to 2:00 pm.
The Health Kits will be taken to NY Annual Conference for UMCOR to distribute
to those affected by floods, tornados, and other natural disasters. Donations of the
items or cash to buy & send them are appreciated! Please mark any donations
“Health Kits.” Please leave items in the Health Kits box in the hallway. Any
questions see Sylvia Guerin or members of Unit 4. Thank you!!! Items most
needed by deadline May 1st: Hand towels, Wash cloths, Soap - Bar, Bandaids
We will be assembling the Health Kits on Monday, May 8th from Noon `til done.
UMW Luncheon: May 21st, 12 noon will be our next UMW Luncheon.

MEN’S NOTES
Brothers in Christ: Bible study, support & encouragement. The goal is to grow
in our responsiveness to Jesus Christ in all aspects of our lives. We meet on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month, 8:00 am in the Parish House. If you have any
questions or need additional information please see Hal Quigley. All men warmly
welcomed.

The Men’s Group is sponsoring a hike on Sleeping Giant on
June 10. ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND . Please sign up in Rogers Memorial
by June 4. For more info call Stanley Kapustinski, or Ray Knapp.

GRIEF SHARING
The next Grief Sharing Group will be on Monday, May 15, at 6:30 pm. Dr.
Wayne Smith will lead the hour class all are welcome to attend in Rogers
Memorial.
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MISSIONS
ONGOING MISSION PROJECTS : “Fostering Love” Children placed in Foster Care
receive from 1st UMC Church a backpack with an outfit, a toy, and toiletries. We
are in need of: disposable diapers for sizes 1,2,3 and 4. Also, we are in need of
stuffed animals 6-10 inches tall and suitable for children 4 to 14 years of age. 15
backpacks went out this month! Thank you for your generous help!
Caring Hands group makes blankets for the patients at MidState Medical
Oncology and the veterans at West Haven VA Hospital. Each blanket costs $15.00
and we include a copy of The Upper Room. Since 2014 we have given 245
blankets to these people who have given so much and are in need of a warm “hug.”
Please help us to keep this mission going with a small (or large) donation.
Questions? Please contact Jan Richardson or Nancy Tracy. Thank you.
Sock for Socks: I would like to thank you, my FUMC family, for donating socks
for the last 3 years. Last month I took 2 big bag of socks down to Vincent
DePaul’s Shelter. Maria, the director, was very pleased to receive these from our
church. Such a small item of clothing can make such a big difference, for when our
feet are warm, the rest of our body is likely to be warm. Your warm hearts for
Jesus keep this, just one small mission project, a very important and beneficial one
in our community. Thank YOU! Maria also said that the shelter has a big need for
new underpants for men, and especially women. Would you kindly consider
purchasing a package of adult underpants sometime in the next 6 months. We will
keep the “SOCK” hanging in Roger’s Memorial, and a bin underneath. In the fall, I
will resume collecting socks. Debbie Molloy
We are still collecting Box Tops and Campbell Soup Labels... A container will
be available soon or just give them to Debbie Molloy.
Unity House is a refugee house run by the South Meriden UMC. Your missions
committee is providing three ways for you to participate. Change in the
Collection Plate. Loose change placed in the collection plate will be set aside for
Unity House. This includes Coins only. UNITY JAR. A collection jar will be available
in Rogers Memorial for those that want to give a little more. CHECK . Checks made
out to FUMC with “Unity House”in the Memo line will be given to Unity House. Our
goal and pledge commitment to Unity House as a congregation is $100.00 per
month.

Prayer Chain continues active and strong, and would love to be praying
for your needs and desires. If you have a special need for prayer, please let
our prayer chain coordinator (Holly Wishart) know so she can share your
burdens and needs with those who are on the chain. Please make certain
you have permission from the person(s) you are praying for, and then call
Holly, 203-907-5725, or the Church office, 235-9620. You can also e-mail
the office, fumc@snet.net, if you prefer.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
May 7 – Team 2: Stanley & Sharon Kapustinski, Brenda Daly, Nancy Tracy, Jan
Richardson, Stacy Harris, Karen Harrison
May 14 – Team 3: Debbie Molloy, Novelyn Cosmiano, Susan Farquharson, JoAnn
Myers, Steve Rittenhouse, Jennifer Janus
May 21 – Team 4: Ray & Rosanne Knapp, Jim & Sue Kostuk, Debbie Lippold,
Toni Merrill,
May 28 – Team 5: Nancy Coppola, Mary Alling, Kate Eglee, Bette Grasso, Mary
Lavado, Tracy Wodatch
June 4 – Team 6: Deane Poirier, Alison Green, Maurice Poirier, MaryEllen
Brechlin, Trudi Schott, Mark Fancher, Carol Porsch, Lauren Rhines, Ellen Fisk.
June 11 – Team 7: Myrna Spencer, Karen Caproizzo, Earl Yeomans, Linda Mizell,
Jim Pearsall, Renee Pearsall, Betty Thomson, Mary Andersen
Briefs: Join us on the web! Www.firstUMCmeriden.com Better still it is smart
phone friendly. This is a wonderful new way for us to grow closer to Jesus and
each other as a Church Family. Be sure to check it out!
A Food Pantry is available at New Opportunities, 74 Cambridge St, Meriden.
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. Thurs, 4:00 pm – 6:30 pm.
The Deadline for the June Parish Herald is Friday, May 19. Please have your
articles in to the office by that date. You can drop them off or e-mail
(fumc@snet.net). Thank you. The Herald will be mailed Thursday, May 25,
9:00 am from the Church office. Anyone wishing to help collate and label the
newsletter is very welcome.
We have openings for Altar Flowers May 28. If you wish to donate flowers in
honor of or in memory of someone please sign up on the poster in the
Cloister at least one week before or call the Church office, 203-235-9620.
Upper Room devotional books are available on the table by the kitchen in
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Rogers Memorial. A small donation in the offering plate will help cover the cost.
Large print copies are also available.
Don’t forget you can access our church calendar on our
website at http://www.firstumcmeriden.com/events/ This
calendar has the most current schedules... And remember
to 'like' our page on Facebook to stay up to date on
everything that is happening.
Do
you have Broad Shoulders? We need many volunteers
Facebook
for our ministry that provides meals for members of our
Church family when there is a need, due possibly to illness or surgery. If you
can help please contact Myrna Spencer (203-238-2704).
Lenten Self-denial Coin Folders and banks may be returned to the Church
office or placed in the offering plate. Thank you.

WITHIN OUR FAMILY
Dear friends - thank you so much for the many birthday cards I received on my
97th birthday. You helped make it a very special day. Fran Clark
Hospitalized since the last Parish Herald: Charlie Rule, MaryAnn Smith. Nancy
Childers, Larry D’Apice, Sarah Uylaky
+ In Memoriam + Since our last issue of the Parish Herald, the following have
passed into eternal life: April 10 - David Rogers.
The Memorial service for Barbara Wimbish will be Saturday May 13, 10:00 am.
The Memorial Service for Jean McElroy will be June 3.
Adult Bible Study, Seasonally. Pastoral & Lay Leadership
Boy Scout Troop 52 Tuesday, 7:00 pm.
Brothers in Christ 1st & 3rd Saturday, 8:00 am, Parish House
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Thursday, 7:30 pm, Sunday, 9:00 am
Church School Children’s Choir – 1st Sunday and Seasonal: 10:15 am
Youth Groups, Grades 6- 12 , Sunday, 1:00 pm
United Methodist Women , 2nd Monday of each month & Special
Programs

Worship Service & Church School at 10:00 am Sunday - Nursery
provided.

Web Site: www.firstumcmeriden.com
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Kindly tear off and return to Church office. Thank you.
( ) Please add/drop person below to mailing list
( ) Would like offering envelopes
( ) Would like to join Church
( ) Changes in Address, phone, e-mail...
( ) The person below is in the hospital
( ) Please pray for:
NEWS FOR THE PARISH HERALD, COMMENTS, INFORMATION.
Signed..........................................................................................................
Mail should be sent to our 15 Pleasant St. Church office address. Please do not
use the East Main Street address. Our E-Mail address is fumc@snet.net Phone:
203-235-9620
First United Methodist Church
15 Pleasant Street
Meriden, CT 06450-5702

